Chemistry of colchicine.
Chemical structures of colchicine and related analogs, including allo-compounds with a six-membered ring, are presented here with correct absolute configurations, showing the natural representatives as a S-atropisomers. Spectral data, synthesis, biosynthesis, and metabolism of colchicine are discussed. Structural requirements required for these compounds to inhibit polymerization of tubulin and binding of radiolabeled colchicine in vitro are presented.